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25" March 2014

To whomi may concern,

I am writihg to register my grave concern at the implications for housing
development in my nametown of Ilkdey as outlined in Bradford District’'s Cove

Strategy.

I have lived in Tkley for much of my life — attending schools here myself in the 70%
and B0”s, settling here with my family in the 90%s; and fiving and working here ever
since. Over the years I have been a School Governor and have taken part in much
cormmaihity wark. 1 therefore consider myself to be knowledgaile about the town,
the way it works now, and the way it has responded to necessary change over many
decades.

1 believe that within the Bradford District, Ikley has a umique profile, and thersfore
will regusire 2 different handling within any blanket approach.

The current proposal for the town — & growth of 800 houses — appears 1o have come
from a whaole-district strategy, without faking the many and various considerations
for this specific town into account. I strongly oppase any proposal which
forces building on green Gell. T betieve that the green spaces between the towns
and villages in this part of Wharfedale are vital in many ways, including its attraction
as a successtul tourist destination,

There are many other factors, which, when taken together, indicate that the plan
has substantial flaws, is not JUSTIFIED and not CONSISTENT with my understanding

of nationaf policy:
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Justification: i
Is there @ demand for this number of houses in this town?
it is more of a commuter centre than an employment cenfre.
Overall, the district’s population growth is 50% higher thar-dikley’s,
Has pertinent deta been coflected about current local need? e
How was the figure of 800 calciiated?
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Infrastructus:

Tiklews's schools are full. Two recent studies show that the ABS is congested and
therez are limited opportunities te increase highway capadity. Parking space is
limite2d. There are no pians to increase railway capacity.

Browynfield and windfall build:

There is very little land for brownfield development within Iikley, some space is
currexnily being taken up by delayec Tesce plans. However, there are small pockets,
plus 2 steady, quiet growth of housing due to wingfa!l sites. The town copes welf
with #his organic type af growth.

Whese does the plan take this windfall growth into consideration?

[ beigeve there are far more brownfield sites in other locations of the district — why
buiid on green belt when these could be used?

Groen belt protection:

Final?y, national policy states that measures must always be taken o minimise green
belt rekases, and I cannot work out how this sits with this plan. Furthermore, the
whole of Hkley comes within the habitats protection zone under the Habimts
Reguefation Assessment. Why build here?

ETAMDING UP AND BEING COUNTED, the technical process:

1 hope that my serious concern with this plan can be counted.

I have spent considerable time looking at the documents, and as T am not a lawyer
or towin planer, have found the technical language and specific forms very off
puttund. 1 am, however, determined to be counted in this opposition and hope that
this letter, and my signature, can be added to the rising, paipable voice of concarn
from the town's residents,
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DRear Caoundiior Kitching,

Further” toyour plea in last week’s Ifkiey Gazette, T attach my letter of opposition
agamst the Bradford Core Strategy plan to build 800 new houses in Hidey.

I have read many of the documents available via the Ben Rhydding group’s website,
and takenadvice from the Civic Society too.

Although | have tried to use the ‘preper’ formi I am afraid it was very frustrating and
eventuzlly so off-putting that I ground to a hait. ] am very concerned that many
others will have feit the same. T do hope that my letter, in your hands, cen go
towards the numbers being counted, and hope that vou car find a way to nelp
others do tha same.

P
i o
,.u-'c:i"? M
AR 4 k!
o 3
S {:’LZ—E’J & @K\ 3
s ~
Pt A i 4
T L el
e Sy
N, s oy
s Jr-'ﬂ-;
4 e
\ g
-t
"Lj’ .:; o



R



